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ever, is at present occupied in finding some means to modify this act
of the legislation.
With the exception of the above articles, and some other products
of India, such as silk, (not raw), silk stuffe, Cashmere shawls, tissues
of hair and wool, porcelain, earthenware, paper, and hats of straw and
silk, the admission of which in Bourbon is prohibited, the merchan-
dise of India which is imported there on French vessels, pay a duty
of 6 per cent, on their value; but rice, wheat, grains, woods for naval
or civil purposes, animals, gold and silver, are admitted into the island
free of all duties.
The imports from Bourbon to Pondicherry in 1835, amounted to
28,459 francs, and the exports from the French Settlements amounted
to 1,084,558 francs.
The commerce between India and France is necessarily confined to
such articles as are necessary for home consumption or home manu-
factures, and which in Europe cannot be otherwise obtained in suffi-
cient quantities, or at equally moderate prices, such as spices, raw
silks, fine wools of Cashmere, pewter, lac, sandal wood, opium, indigo,
camphor, benzoin, &c. The French establishments cannot of them-
selves furnish but a very small quantity of these articles, which are
almost impossible to be obtained from the British establishments, in
consequence of the duties fixed on them by the East India Company.
On the other hand, the Gfovernment refuse to admit into France the
manufactures of their establishments at a cheap rate, these are only
received in the French ports as an " in entrepot" and the blue cloths
sent from Pondicherry, have no other exit, than their re-exportation,
which is chiefly made to the west coast of Africa, where articles to
the value of two millions of francs are annually sent.
In consequence of this state of things, the exports into the French
establishments from France, do sot amount to much, and do not ex-
ceed the exports.
Since the last repossession of their establishments by the French,
their ports have been exempted from import or export duties. The
home Government have not thought proper to put in force, in these
establishments, the exclusive regulations to which the commerce of
the other French colonies are subjected. The following is a table